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F/Lo art thou,O great mountain before Z,crubbabel » thou (bali 
bcon-c 7 plain,cnd he ſhall bring forth the head ſtone theruſſho 1 
with Sporting, Crying, Grace, Grace unto it, © 


i Perceive that God will have his Femple built, whickf”? 
hid been Jong neglected, partly by the worldli- 
neſs of the people, who had greater Care of their 
own houſes then of the houſe of God, as appears by 
the prophet, Haggai 1. v. 3, 4. He reproves them for 
#his fatilt, ( That thev cared more for their own houſes 
than for the houſe of God, partly, becauſe of tie great 
impediments and dithculties they epprehended in the 
work. Yet God, having a purpoſe to have ir builded, 
Je xds his Prophets to ig them up to the building of ir, 
Hag. 2.4, As for impediitents, he promiſes to remove; 
them all, and aſſures them of this by Haggai and Ze, 


ebariab; Yea he ſhews to Zerabbabel and the people,that 
aithough impediments were as mountains, yet they - 
ſhould be removed, ” 
1 need not ſtand upon Introdadctions and Conneti- i 
ans, this YerſeT haye read, ſhows the Scope of the Pro- '% 
whet, to wit, God will have his work going on, and 2 
2!l Impediments removed. Theſe Times require that ” 
1 ould rather inſiſt upon Applicarion to the preſent & 
Work of Reformation in hand, then to ſtand upon the 4 
Temple of 7eru/alers, which we know well enough was f, 
a {ype of Chriſts Kirk, which in this Land was orcs Þh 
Built,” but now hath been Defaced by the Enemies of n 
Chriſt; we have long negle&ed the Re-edifying of it, Þ. 
partly, Men being given more Tt build their own Nl * 
nouſes, nor the hens of Chriſt ; and partly, Becauis F. 
of cite great Impediments that have ditcouraged God's N | 
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yeople to meddle with it: now it hath pleaſed God,t6 
ir up Prophets, Noblemen, and People of the Land; 
So pur to their Hands to this Work, and I think, God 
hich to you in this Text, Hho art thou, O great mounts 
#21in thou ſhalt become a Plain. 

There are two Parts in this Text, Fr, An Impe® 
dment removed under the Name of a Mountain, Who 
art thou, O great mountain before Zerubabel, thou ſhait bes 
come a Pain,  2y, In the ſecond Part of che Texr, the 
Vork g2eth up and is finiſhed; the Impediment Being 
trmoved, He ſhall bring forth the head ſtone thereof with 
thefſ$2oting, Crying, Grace, Grace be unto it, EE _ 
Burt chat ve may take up all that is to be ſaid in Or- 
> AMter and Method, there are lix Steps in the Text,ti:ie6 
od in the MOGMREA impeding the Work, and threes in the 
wo Wo! « 1e 12it; the three in the Mountain are theſe, 2: 
wis a Mountain teen, O preat mountain. 2, A Mouns 
ey tain reproved, Wo: art thou, O great mountain befor? Lie 

rubbabel. 3. A Mountain removed, 7 hea ſhalt beromne 
afiain, The three in tne Work are, 1. A Work grow-- 
ing and going rp. 2, A Work finiſhed, He ſhall bring 
firth the bead ſtone theresf, © 24. A Work praiſed, He ſhall 
bring forth the head ſtone thereof with Shouting, Crying, 


1+ | Crace, Grace be unto it : 1 ſhalt ſpeak of all chele God 
.« {villing, and appiy them: to the time. | 
i: | £5 for the three in the Mouncain. 1.It is a Mountain 


> Ricen, Ir 1s called a great Mountain, under this are com- 
,C penended all Impediments and Liticuicies imped- 


$8 the Building, all being takey together, Make 
1 $2 a great Mountain which is un-paſhbie, the Enemies 
” Svaich impedes chis Work were this Mountain ; ook 


” - £2 S, - 4 % a ew ; ® 
7s (Era 4. and ye will fe che Adverfarics of Fadah be- 
a YConie a great Mountain in he Way of that Work. 
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LhTt ye may tave up this Mountain the better.T find | 


tnat Kings are called Mountains in Scriprure,and good 
Kings are fo called for theſe chree, Fir, For their Sub- 
Iimity, as Mountains are high above the Valleys,ſo are 
Kings lifted up in ajeity above their Subjects: Some 
apply that piace to Kings, Aceh 5.2. Hear ye, O myun- 
ens, toe Lords controverſie, and ye ſtrong foundatims of the 
earih. 2, They are cailed Mountains for taeir Strength 
to Guzrd their Peopte, Pſal. 30. David faith, God hath 


made my mountain ſtrong. 4.Good Kings are cailed Moun-i 


eains,by reaſon of the [ntiuence of Peace to the People, 
Pſat. 72. v. 2. The mountains ſhall bring peace to the people, 
and the little bills by righteouſneſs. 

I find aifo, thar the Frong Enemies of the Church 
are called Mountains, becauſe of the great impedi- 
inents to the Kirk's building that are made by them,as 
ye may fee in P/. T44., 

This Mountain ( that T may ſpeak more plainly ) is 
Prelacie, which hath ever been in theMountain, in the 
way of our Reformation: It may be, ſome of you thac 
Hears me, are not of my Judgment concerning Epiſco- 
pacie ; formy Judgment, I ever condemned it, as hav 
ing no Warrand forit to be in Chriſt Houſe; Yet lam 
1ure, that all of vou who are here this day, will agree 
"with m2 in this, that Prelacy being Ancichritian, 1s in- 
tollerable, bur ſuch is the Prelacy of this Kirk, it 1s 
Antichriſtian, I may eaſily prove that, that amonglt 
many marks of Antichriſt, thir ewo are moſt evident, 
Falſe Doctrine, and Tiranny in Government ; whers 
Anrtichriibis,thereis FTirannical Government, impolirg 
Laws upon the Conſciences of Gods People, where 
Antichri't is, there 15 Idolatry, Superſtition, andError, 


the two are clearly [een in ourPcelacy ; their Idolart 
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y, Superſtition, and Error, may be ſeen in their Ser- 


L.-c-Book ; their Tyranny may be ſeen in their Book 
fCanons: I think there are none here, but they may 
Ge this Mountain ; no greater Tyranny hath ever 
teen uſed by Antichriſt than hath been uſed by our 
Prelats, and exerciſed upon this Kirk. 


This Mountain being ſeen by you all.I would have 
vou taking a view of the Quality of it: IT find in Scrip- 
ture, That the Enemies of the Kirk being called Moun- 


tains, are {ſo called, becauſe of theſe three Qualities, the 


irſt is in Pſc76.4. They are called Mountains of Prey, 10 
called, bEcauſe from them the Robbers ruſh down tothe 
Yalieys and Prey upon the Paiſengers. 2. The ſecond is 
in Jer. 51. 25. Babylon, agreat Enemy to Gods Kirk is 
calied a deffroying Mountain ; the word in its ownlan=- 
puage, is called a Peſtiferious Mountain, ( fo called) be- 
cauſe the Peſt deſtroys. 4g. The third is in 7/2. 2. 14. 
They are called /dountains of Pride compared with the 
12. Verſ, and you will find theſe Mountains cailed 
Mountains of , | I 

Our Mountain of Prezacze hath all theſe Three bad 
Qualities, firſt, it is a Mountain from which they have 
like Robbers, . made a Prey of the Kirk of Chriſt : 

ll me I pray you, and ti appeal to your own Con- 
ſciences who are my Brethren, it cliere be any privi- 
ledge or hberty thatever Chriſt gave us, but they have 
taken it from us,and made a Prey of it. 2.'FThis Moun- 
tain is a peſtifer9us Mountain; it hath been the Moun- 
tain that hath been as a Peſt; to infe& the Kirk of 
Chriſt, with Superſtition, Hereſie and Error, and with- 
all, it hath been a deſtroying Mountain, for they have 
deſtroyed the fair carved work of our firſt Reformation 


| 3. They ars Mountains of Pride, for greater Pride 
| Calx< 
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cannot Be, than there is upon this Mountain, they 
. rule as Tvrants over their Brethren, and as Lords 0. xs! 
ver God's Inheritance. | | nr þ 
| Ye that are Noblemen, are the Natural Mountains 
of this Kingdom deſcended 'of Noble Predeceſſors, f" 
, who have been as Mountains indeed; defending both 
Kirk and Common-wealth; theſe Men were bur low 
Vailevs, and now are Artificial AZountains, made up 
by the Art of Man; at firſt, as low as their Brethren 
ficting there, but piece and piece they have Mounted 
up at Firſt Commiſſioners for the Kirk, and then Ob- 
tained Vote in Parliament, and then they uſurped all 
the liberties of the Kirk benefices, and then conſtant 
{1qcdGerators to make up this Zſountain, and atlaſt, the 
high Commiffion is given to make the Mountain 
ltrong; it's like to Davies Tree. Dan. 4. 11. The Tree 
grew and was ffrong. And from it, we that are the 
Ainiſters of Chriſt have our Wrack, To | 
And letmeſpeak it toyou. Noblemen, theſe Artificial 
and ſtooted Mountains, have overtoped you who are 
the Natural Mountains, and if they have not done {o, 
what means the great-ſeal then; and it way cou'd 
Eave been made for it, they ſhouid have carryed the 
white Wand and Privy-Seal aifo; and this is Juſt with 
God chat they have overtopped you:For every one of 
you came with your own Shoveiful to make up this 
Mountain. It was thought expedient to rear up this 
Mountain,to command and bear down poor Minitters: 
Ailbeit, its true, we have been born down by them; 
Yet ye that are. the high Mountains, have not been 
fres fron theic hurt; ir is very like to Fotham's Par- 
able, Fudges, 9. 8. The Trees of the Forre#t will haves 
King ever thew; they come to the Olive Tree and jo, 1 


7 
hou King over us: the Olive ſaith, I will not leave my Fat- 
eſs to be King; they came to the Fig-Tree, and ſaid, be thou 
i King; the Fig-Tree ſaith, 1 will not leave my Sweetneſs 
0 be King; they come likewiſe to the Vine, aud ſay, be thou 
ur King; the Vine ſaith, I will not leave my Strengih to be 
Ling; they come to the Bramble, and ſaid, be thou our King, 
hen [aid the Bramble to the Trees : If indeed ye Anoint me 
nr (ing over you, then come and put your Truſt under my Shad- 
s. I; and if not, let Fire come Forth of the Bramble and de- 
wr the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. The Olive Trees of the 
\. Fiiniſtrie would not leave the Fatneſs of GOD's Grace, 
11 (pberewith they were endued, to Rute over the Kirk; 
he Fig-Trees of the Miniſtry would not leave the 
Sweet Fruits of their Miniſtry to bear Ruicin the Kirk; 
he Vines of the Miniſtry would not leave the ſtrong 
.,, (Lonſfolarions of G<d, whereby many Souls were Com- 
orted, to bear Rule in the Kirk; yet the Prambies 
we taken this, and ye helped to Exalt them, upon 
ondition to Truſt under their Shaddow; and if Fire 
ah not come forth from theſe Bramb!es, upon the 
- FWallCedars of thisLand, I leave to your own thoughts 
1g $o Judge : Aiwiſe this is the Mountain which ye ice 
ve reared up this day, and ſtanding in the way of our 
formation, _- 
of | 2: The Second thing in this Mountain, is this, It 1s 
i | Mountain reproved. Who art thou O Great Meoumain 
ph rforeZerubbabel.When he ſaith of Zerubbabel,it i:not on- 
<: }/ Meant of Zerubbabel, but of thereſt of GOL'*s People, 
n; 0 Hagg. 1.12. Lhere, Zerubbabel, Foſhua, ard the reſt 
-n # GOL's People obeyed the Voice of the Lo:d; z1.d 
ir- the 14 Verſe, all theſe are ſaidto work in the iHoule 
oh the Lord; So, under Zerwbbabel ali the rc cf! n 
- $*0ple are Comprehended, even fo in thi: 


ours, all that are joyned to this Work, for the building 
| Of this Work, are to be accounted Workers, and fo 
; them alfo is this Mountain Reprov'd. Who art thu) 
| great Mountain; who art thou who will impede this 
' work, or ſhall be able to impede it, ſeeing GOD will 
have it foreward : It's impoſſible for thee to impede it 
in theſe Thfee Reſpets. 1. In reſpe of the workit 
lelf. 2. In Reſpe& of the Workers. 3. In Reſpee 
of the Impeders. ; I 
r. Firſt in reſpe& of the Wark it ſelf, It 1s GOD 
Work, for the Houfe is his, and he is in it, Hag. 2. 4, 
The Lord ſaith, Be thou ftrong Zerubbabel and Foſbua, andfl;;j 
_ the remnant of the People and Work, for I am with you ſaith 
' he Lord of Hofts, Tf God be with a Work, who is he 
that will iett or Impede it; God is with this Work of 
Reformation, as ye your ſelves can Witneſs; and by 
ail our expeRations this Mountain is thaken, and (God 
be praiſed) are not ſo unpaſlible as they were. 
2. Secondly no Man is able to impede this work 1n 
repeſe& of the workers. Hag. 2. 14. it is ſaid, that 
God 5tirred up the Spirit of Zerubbabel, and of Jolhua 
and of the People, and they came and wrought in the houſe ow 
tbe Lord. When God ſtirs up Men to do a good work ſei 
nothing on Earth can ſtay it: T am ſure if ever GodBpg 
{iirred up men to a good Work, he hath ſtirred us up tofþ | 
this, both Noblemen, Miniſters & People. Wherefore, bot 
who art thou O great Mountain before God's Peopie, Eng, 
taat thinks ro Impede fuch a Work, — Lo 
Thirdly, in reſpec of the Impeders, what are they wh 
but 1en, and wicked men, as ye may ſee in the Ad-ſſſet; 
yerſaiies of the Fews, Who are they that Impede outYan 
work ? Even Men that ſeek Honour and Prefermenty,, 
| &f this World, Engmies to Religion, Fighting _ not 
| bi 
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Ging God,to whom Imay fay that word inFeb 9.4.#%o bith 
 forfbardned himſelfagainſt God and proſpered. W ith one word 
ou Mfmore I will reprove this Mountain, ard go forward; 
this 7750 art rhou, O great mountain ! Wilt thou ſearch thy 
willYearch who thou art; art thou of God's Building of 
de itlrot? I trow thou art not Juris Divini,but Human God 
k ithor Chriſt have never built thee; thou art only a Bill 
Pectof mans Erecting, knoweſt thou not that Zion,againft 
Which thou art,is a Hill of Gods Buiiding:I will lay to 
Dsrou then that wore inPſal. 68. 15,16. The billef God i & 
 4bigh bill, 2s the. hill of Baſhan; why leap ye hills ? Thus rs the 
and bil that God deſireth to dwell in; yea, and will dwell in i* fcf 
aithFere, And think ve to prevail againſt the People bf 
> 1efz;9 ; ſhe hath ſtronger Mountains to guard her thafi 
« Ove have. Pſal. 125. 2. As the mountains are round abcut 
by cuſalem, ſothe Lord i round about his people from bence< 
100 Birth andfor ever. — 
© . The Third thing in this Mountain, is, it 15 4 
MN EMountain removed, thou ſhalt become 4 Plain; that 1s, 
nat God ſhall remove all Impediments before Zerubbabelabtt 
wal his People; God is abie to remove all that Impedes his 
Of Work: Even the Mightieft Enemies that oppoſe thenie 
ſKEfeives to the work of God, ve may obferve a four fold 
odBPower of God againſt theſe Mountains. 


of Firſt, A determining Power, whereby he ſets ſucii 


7% bounds tothe greateſt Mountains, that ye fee they f:il 
For upon the Valley's, albeit they overtop them; the 
Lord hath ſer bounds ro the great Kings in che World, 
which they could not paſs when they have ſet them- 
ſelves againſt rhe Lord's People ; we may fee en Ex= 
uymple of this in Sennacherib. 2 Kings 19. 32. Therefort 
Dus ſaith the Lord concerning the King of ciſyria; oe frail 
4 mot core up to ths City, nor flicct ai edrrow againſt it 107 
| home. 
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EL (86-3 | 
edme before it with Shield , nor caſt a Bank apainſt it : | 
are afraid of cheKing that he come againſt you; fear 
riot, the Lord by his reſtraining Power is able to keep 
him Þ:ck, that he ſhall nut ſhoot fo much as a Bullets. ff 
gant this City, | 

Secondly, God removes Impediments by his aflift. 
ing Power,as he promiſed to do before Cyrus, J/a. 4;.f 
2: Twill go before thee,and make the crooked places ſtraight, 
1 will vre:k in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut in {und 
Z2e 1709 Barrs; albeit for any thing we ſee, there be 
Brazzn Gates and Tron Barrs cloſing out a Reformati- 
ON, yet ter fot this diſcourage you, God is with you 
+ by his altiting Power to go before you, to make all 
' Ccrooxtd places ſtraight, and to break the Brazen Gates, 
and to cut in funde:r the Iron Barrs. 

_ Thirdly, God hath a changing Power; whereby he 
makes Mounrains plain; how eatie is it with God, tofff,,, 
mzke the higheſt Mountain that Impedes his Work, afſ7; 
Piain; Prov. 21. wverſ. 1 The Kings Heart # inthe hand if 
zhe Lord, as the Rivers of Waters, to turn it whitherſoeverkey ,, 
will: Lord make our Mountain thus plain. tl, 

The fourth way how GOD removes Mountains, is}, 
by an overthrowing power, if there be no change yer,ſ,, 
GOD will bring it down, 1/a.2.12. Every one that s lil q. 
zed np ſhall be brought low. The like ye have in the 17.% e. 

By this which hath been faid, ye may underſtandy e. 
how a M-untain may be made a Plain ;- GOD makes 7 

Moanrains Plains either in Mercy or in Wrath. 1. Inf, 
Mercy .when he takes a Grip of the Heart, 8 of a proud. 
haughty Heart, makes it toward and plain, we havg$,, 
Teen ſuch a Change by Experience. [' 

This Work had many Enemies at the Beginning,that: 
wnpeded is, whom GOD hath taken by thg Heart,art 

| mad - 


| Cir 7. | 
nade plain,yea hath madethem Furtherers ofthe Work. 
2.There is another way of making Mountains plain, 
tear owit making plain in Wrath, when GOD overtnrows , | 


ceMic Mountains that ſtand up impeding his Work; afſure 
ta-Your ſelves, if GOD bring not down this Mountain we 
ave to do with, in Mercy, he ſhall overthrow it 1n 
ſt- rath, ard make it waſte. 
45-Y That T may make this Mountain more plain,ve {ha 
£6 Boniider how it ſhall become a Plain, and how caliiy 
nder BE: nay be made a Plain. 
be :. I fee you looking up to the Height of it, and vs 
al-Exe ſaying within your ſelves, how ſhall it come down, 
Y OUfre muſt not think that ic will come down of its own 
all cord, GOD uſeth Inſtruments to pull down, I fd 
iS that GOD hath made his own People Inſtruments. to 
\, pull down ſuch Mountains, [/az. 41. wv. 14, I, 16. Fear 
i Jacob, aud ye Men of Iſrael, 1 will help thee, ſai:h 
08: Holy One and thy Redeemer, vehold I will make thee a new 
? *B7hreſhing Inſtrument baving Teeth, thou ſhalt threſh the Moun= 
dif tains, and beat them (mall, and ſhalt make the bill; as chaff . 
thou ſhalt faun them, and the wind ſhall carry them azay and 
. Þ the whirl ind ſhall ſcatter them: Mark theſe Words, al- 
» "Ethough Facch be a Worm deſpiſed by the gicat ones of 
p the World, yer GOD will make him a Threſitag In. | 
| la lirument, to beat theſe Mountains in pieces. The Pro- 
Y teflors of this Land are deſpiſed by the Mountains, yet 
fear not, for the ſharp Threſhing Inſtrument is made, 
: I hope it ſhall beat the Mountains in pieces: we think 
them very high, but if we had faith, that word would 
be verified, 44at.16.20. Ye ſhall ſay to the mountain, re- 
JN move to ponder place, aud it ſhall be removed, and nothing 
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v. $191} be impoſſible unto you. +. WED oo Bo fed 6 
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<< But ons 3s faying, Thave not faith, that,all chat are 
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( 1 
nay this day againſt che Mountain ſhall continue; ] 
102 they ſhall continue, Thope they ſhall ; bur if they 
donor, we traft not in men,that they ſhall bring down 
this Mountain, but in God, who hath faid in Fer. 51, 
Wer.25. Bebold I am agaiaſt thee, O deſtroying mountain, 1 
29iil ſtretch out my hand upon thee, I will roll thee down from 
the rocks, and make thee a burnt mountain, they ſhall not take 
of the a fone fer a corner, nor @ foundation, thou ſhalt be de 
foiat for ever; This Mountain ye fee fo exalted, although 
ma would hoid it up, yet GOD will bring it down, 
and make ita burnt Mountain, even ſo O LORD do. 
2, In the ſecond place, conſider how this Mountain 
may be mad? aPlain; I cold you it was but an Arrtifici- 
a! Mountain, a Stooted Mountain, ſtanding upon 
zeak Pillars, 1f ye would take a iook of the whole 
mg of c3e Mountain, it ſtands upon two main Pil- 
lars, and upon the Top of this Mountain ſtands the 
Houſe of Dagon, an Houſe of Falſe Worſhip, and take 
ms the Pillars from Epiſcopacy, and it ſhall fall, take F- 
i/copacy away,and the Houſe of Dagor ſhall fall:the twoſf 
main Piilars thar Prelacy ſtands on, are a Civil and Se-BM 
cuiar Arm, and an Eccleſiaſtical Tongue,ſo to ſpeak. no 
1. Firf, The Secular Arm is the Authority of Prin-Þit + 
ces, which hath ever upholden chat Mountain,ye know th 
Secular Princes uphold Antichrift, and Prelacy in this: 
Land is upholden by the Secular Power. tir 
Secondly, he ſecond Pillar I cal) Ecclefiaftical, that Fla) 
is. Prelacy in this Land hath been upholden by thefdo 
'"Fongues of Kirkmen, Preaching up this Mounrtain,orfno 
Þy their Pens, Writing upon this Mountain,and theſeJLi 
are the two Pillars whereupon our Mountain of Prela-ſari 
e) is Stoored, the Secular Power and the Tongues offffo 
&irkmen, ler the King withdraw his Power and Au-FGi 
. | | | Capriry 
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« T (horitY from the Prelats, _ they ſhall fall ſuddenly in 
ey Profs, ler Kirkmen and Miniſters withdraw their 
vn Mongues and Pens from them, and our Mountain 
1. {ere YE look about you ) ſhall become a Plain ; As 
* 1ſeſe two Stoots up this Mountain, ſo upon this 
m M{cuntain all Faiſe Worſhip in the Kirk is built, even 
ike (agon's Houſe ; lead me, ſays Samſon, to the Pillars 
Je. Bhat Dagon's Houſe ſtands cn, thacT may be avenged 
gh ſor my rwo Eyes: the Phzlistines were never more cru- 
/n, & to Samſon in pulling out his Eyes, than our Prelats 
to, ould have been to us: they preiled to put out our 
zin ſEyes,and ere ever we were aware,they thought to lead 
ci- lus ro Dagon's Houſe, even to the Tents of Popery and 
on idolatry ; let us come to this main Pillar of Dagen's 
ole Houſe, and apply all our ſtrength to pull it down,thar 
2]. flwve may not only be avenged for our Eyes, which they 
the ſhave thoughe to pull out, bur alſo that the Houſe of 
ake WFaiſe Worſhip, which is erected upon this Mountain, 
 F- may fall co the ground. 

woll I hear ſome ſaying, Miniſter,for all your faving,the 
Se- Mountain will not come down at this time, ye think 
k, Fnothing but it will down; I aſſure vou, I would have 
in- ic down, but ye muſt not think us that ſilly,as, to think 
ow fthat it will come down, hecauſe we have many for us, 


highwe truſt not in Men but in GOD, and if this be the | 


time that GOD will have it down, aithough ye ſhould: 

hat lay all your hands about their head, they ſhail come 
thefſdown ; it appears they will come down, if there were 
,orfino more but their Pride, Avarice, Crueity, aid looſe 
eſeBLiving to pull them down, eſpecially when all theſe 
ela- are come to heiglit, as they are come to in them, ar d 
of flo much for the Mountain, ye {pg we hare reproved it, 
Au-FGOD remoys it. Do. | 
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T come now to the three in the Work ( the Maoun- 
tain being removed) rx. Itis a Work growing and go- © 
| Ing up. Ae ſhall bring forth, 2. It is a Work finiſhed, 
\ He ſhill bring forth the head fine thereof, 2. It is a Work 
| praiſed, He ſh2ll bring forth the head Ffone thereof with Shout- 
ing, Crying, Grace, Grace be unto it ; We {hail ſpeak of 
| all chefe three ſhortly, | 
Firſt, Ic is a Work going up, it was impeded, bt 
now it's going up: There is - + dads here very con-if 
ſiderab.e, the Work goes not up, until the Mountain 
be made a Piain, The Mountain muſt not be paired 
or copped, but 1t muit altogether become plain, other- 
ways the Wo: k cannot go up; The Mountain of Pre- 
Jicy mult not be paired nor topped, ſomething taken 2- 
way, but it muſt be brought down wholly, otherways 
the Work of Reformation cannot go on,neither Chriſt's 
Houſe go up. Ir will be ſaid, what ailes you,y ou ihall 
have your deiires, but the Eitate of Biſhops muſt ſtand, 
It is impothvie to bring it down altogether, the King 
may not want an Eitace, ( truly a -good ane both to 
Kirk and Common Wealth) ye ſhall have them brought 
within the oid Bounds, and Cavears ſet down to them, 
they ſhall nor hurt the Kirk any more: the LORD 
knows how loath I was to ſpeak from this place, but {e- 
ing GO1) hath thruſt me out, I mult ſpeak the truth, 
I ſay to vou, theſe Quarters are not to be taken, be- 
cauſe theMountainis not ofGod*'s making, but ofMan!', 
and therefore make it what way ye will; God will be 
diſp'eated with it; yea, its impoſlible to ſer caveats to 
keep them in, I appeal to all your Conſciences; 1s 1 w 
poſlible to ſer Caveats to their Pride and Avarice; their” * 
Pride and Avyarice will break through Ten Thouſandſ®" 


Raveats ; I will clear this impoſſibility by ſnoilicuce c 
A Tel 
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| CRT. 
Fell me, ifa Fountain in the Town of Edinburgh were 
d, oiſoned; wherher were it more ſafe tc ſtop up the 
\rk Fountain, than to ſer a. Guard to keep it, that none 
aw out of it, for there is hope the Poiſon wouid do 
of ſho harm ? Fhere is no Man of a ſound Judgment but | 
e will think it more fafe roſtopup the Lovrtain than || 
11+ ſo guard it; this Prelacie is the Puiſoned Fountain 
Wherefrom the Kirk of Chriſt hath been Poiſoned with 
he Poiſon of Error aud Superſtition. Now the Que- 
req 100 is, whether ir be ſafer to ſtop ir up than to guard 
t? Surely it is fafer ro ftop it up; for aii the Cavears 
>. $1 the worid, wiilnot keep the Kirkunpoiſoned,folorg 
W& ft remains. FT will give you an- ther ſfimilicude; If 
the Town of Edinburgh weie ( as many Towns have 
{jg cen and are ) taken and Poſicft by cruel ard obftinat 
Enemies, Who would take all your liberties i omyou, 
nd, 'ould not ſuffer your Magpiſtrares co judge, and would 
ing poil you of your Goods, aud uſe all the civelty that” , 
ro ould be deviſed againſt the Inhabitants, if God gave 
'ou occaſion to be free of fuch a cruel and obſftinat E- 
m,þp<mie; what wouid you do if this were proponed to 
Wu; why may not you ſuffer the Enemie to abide 
Bwithi > : Loi. Wi 
{-. within the Town ? We ſhall rake all their Wezpons 
h, rom them, they ſhall never hurt you any more: 
ne. Yould yenorthink it far better to pur them out of the 
, flown altogether; both becauſe the Inhabitants would 
bein fear ſo long as they were in the Town, and be- 
auſe the Town would neverbe ſure : I or there might 
be Traitors among your ſeives, who wouid Steal ir 
WeaporsSsin their Hands;ar:d fo they weu:d bring you 
under the former Tyrannie; yea ur der © greater, E- 
.Fren ſo it is inthis Caſe; The Crueleſt ar.d greateſt E- 
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ſſuewies that &rge ths Kick of Scuud Lay, are choſe 
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Prelats; they have ſpoiled us of all our Liberties, an, 
exerciſed intollerable Tyranny over us.Now the Lor 
is ſhewing a way how to be quite of them; cor 
ſider the Condition offered, what ails you ? Ma 
ye not let them abide within the Kirk, we ſhall tak 
alltheir Weapons from them, as admiſſion of Miniſters 
Excommunication, and that terrible High-Commiſi 
ON, tney ſhall never hurt you again; rhis 1s but th 
Counſel of Man, the Counſel of GOD is,to put then 
out of the Kirk altogether, otherways the Kirk ca 
never be ſecure, vea, 1 aſſure vou, there are as man 
Traitors among our ſelves, as would ſteal in the Wez 
pons again in their Hands, then ſhall our latter Eftat 
be worſe than our firſt ; if our Yoke be heavy unde 
them now, it ſhall be heavier then; if they chaſtiſe y 
now with Whips, they {hail chaitiſe us then with Scor 
pions, I think T hear Men ſpeak like that Word, Dani 
4. 14. Hew down the tree, cut down hu branches, (hak 
off bs leaves, ſcatter his fruits, nevertheleſs leawe the Sium 
of hs roots with a band of iron and braſs ; the Interpretat! 
on of that part of the Viſion is fetdown inthe 26 verſe by 
" Thy Kingdom ſhall be ſure unto thee,after that thou haſt know! 2, 
that the Heavens bear ruie: I hear Men ſay, hew dow 
the Tree, cut off his Branches, thake off his Leaves 
ſcatter his Fruits, ye ſhall be quite of all that, but thi 
Stump muſt be lefr, banded with Iron. ( If it wer$, 
till they knew GOD, it were ſomething, but there 1}, > 
no appearance of chat) Conſider, O Man, who fait 
that, no Man, bat the Watcher and the Holy One 
even he-that made Nebuthadnezzars Kingdom {ure id 
him. If GOD had made this Eſtare ſure co them, 1. 
wou'd, and jhon!d ftard; ard if GOD would bingj;.. 
dowa the Stump of it with Icoa Bands, we would fa 
Vo 
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rer fear the growth of it, nor the Fruit of it, but ſeing 
they are only Bands to be laid on by Men ; Albeit ths 
Tree were hewed down, it would grow again in all t!!'5 
Branches of it, with all the Leaves of it's Dignity,and 
Bive ſhould taſte of the bitter Fruir of ic ; Yer that .ars 
FCovenanters, be not deceived, if ye leave ſo much as 
; Hillock of this Mountain, in deſpight of your hearts 
Fi ſha'l grow to & high Mountain, which hall fill borh 
Wki:k and Corimon Wealth. If the Kirk would be 
quite of che Troubles of it, apd if ye would have this 
FVork of Reformation going up, this Mountain muſt 
"Wc made a Plain alrogerher, otherways the Spirit of 

FGOD faith, ye ſhall never profper; .* | _ 
The ſecond thing in this Work, is a Work finiſhed: 
He ſhall bring forth the head ſtone thereof : When a heat 
one 15 put on a Houſe, the Houſe is finiſhed, ye who 
ae Reverend Fathers in the Kirk, who have ſeen the 
Work of our firſt Refortnation, ve faw. it gbing fiÞ3 
ind brought to fuch a Perfetibn, that the Cope-ftone 
Fas. put on, Purity: of Docrine, and Adminiſtratiort 
of Sacraments; and Sweetneſs of Government-where= 
by the Kirk was ruled; but woe's us all, we fee with 
you now, the Roof taken off, the Glorious Work pul- 
kd down, and lying deſolat, Now, it hath pleaſed 
COD co turn again, and offer a Re-edifying of this 
Work, as he did here to the People cf this Temple;ſe- 
Ying therefore the LORD hath ſtirre4 up our Spirits to 
rave a Re-edifying of Chriſt's Kirk, let us nevet toks 
dur hands from it, tilt Chrift have pur the Cope- 
fone on it. T hear ſome ſay, Miniſter, there is tors 
do yer ere that be done, ye ſing the Trivmph befors 
e Vikory; ye will not fe6 it go up at leaſure; In- 
led ye are dectived; we ſing not. the Triumph befors 
tie Vitory; foine of us are afraid that it go ut up ſd 
CG fuddett 
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fuddenly : I muſt ſay to you, if it be GOD*'s Work(a: 
it is indeed) all the Powers of the World ſhall neve 

be able to hinder the putting on of the Cope-ſtone.ay 
but ſay ye, it will be hindered ere ye get the Work ford 
ward, ye will find the Dint of the Fire andSword, let 
it be ſo, it GOD will have it ſo, that will not impedeſi 
the Work ; if our Blood be ſpilt in this Cauſe, the 
Cope-ſtone fhall be put on with our Blood ; for the 
Kirk of GOD hath never proſpered better, nor by the 
Blood of Saints, fear not beloved, this Work; whether, ,, 
it be done peaceably, or with Perſecution, the Cope-Jl. 
ſtone ſhall be put on it: ye know, in the beginning 
theReformarion, there was ſmall Likelyhood that the 
"York ſhould go up and be finiſhed,becauſe of the great 
Power that was againſt it, yet the LORD brought 
it forward againſt all Impediments, and put the Cope-G 
ſtone it; that ſame GOD lives yet,and is as able to put, 
the Cope-ſtone on this Work as he wasthen,if ye believe, 
3. The third thing in this Work,is a Work praiſed, Ht pl 
ſpall bring forth the head ſtone thereof with Shouting, Crying ll 6; 
Grace, Grace unto it, all ye that buiids and beholds thefſ . 
Work, will love the Work, and will all wiſh ic well\ſſ , 
He atludes by appearance, who, when the Foundationſſ }, 
of a Common Work is laid, rejoyces, and when it is f 
finiſhed rejoyces, ye may ſee this clear in Ezra 3. 11, 
at the laying of the Foundation of this Temple, the} . 
People ſhowed with a great Shout; if they did that at} , 
the laying of the Foundation, much more ſhall they dof 
;r at the bringing forth of the head ſtone thereof, as 5Þ] . 
ſaid here;thne Words they cry, grace, grace, the Phraſelj 
comprehends under it theie three things. F 
1. Firſt, A Wiſh of the People of GOD, wherebyF | 
they wiſh Proſperity to the Work,ye may fee it was af « 
common Wiſh, Fer.3 1-23.Thw« ſaith the LORD of Hef? 
Fi) 
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rk(as, get they ſhall uſe uſe this Speech in the Land of Judah, and 
Ve ities thereof, when I ſhall bring again their ——_ The 


Wl ORD bleſs thee, O Heobitation of fu#tice, and Mountain of 
OI WHliveſs. 

I; let 2dly, It comprehends under it a Thankſgiving, the 

pede orkers give all Praiſe to the Work, Ezra.10.11r. When 

A the Builders laid the Foundation of the Temple,they ſec 

_U) 


the Prieſts with their Trumpets, and the Lewztes with 
/ the their Cy mbals, to praiſe the LORD. after the Ordi- 
then ance of David, They Sang by Courſe, Praiſing GOD, 
"Find giving Thanks unto the LORD, becauſe he is 
z00d; and his Mercy endureth for ever, 

2. The third thing it comprehends under it, 1s a 
faithful acknawledgment that the Work is buile and fi- 
niſhed by no power and ſtr8ngrh of Men, but by the 
Grace of GOD, look the Verſ preceeding the Text, 
"Wand ye will find it thus, not by might or by power, but 

'by my Spirit faith the LORD of hoſts:ye may eaſily ap- 
ply this. Our Work that GOD is bringing up,and will 
finiſh, ſhould be a Praiſed Work, our Wiſhes ſhould be | 
toit; The LORD bleſs thee, O Habitation of Tuſtice, and |, 
'Y Mountain of Holineſs : our Song of Thankigiving ſhould | 
be in our Mouths, GOD # good, and hs Mercy endureth | 
for ever ; albeit it go up, let us not aſcribe any thing to '! 
hel 0ur ſelves, but ler us aſcribe all ro the Grace of GOD, | 

and this will ſtop all the Mourhs of Diſdainers, who ſay, | 
who are ye, who think to finiſh ſuch a Work; we an- | 
. wer, it will be finiſhed pot by might, or by ſtrength | 
fo of Man, but by the Spirit of the LORD of Hoſts. | 
| There are three ſorts looking to this Work, and to | 

|. the going up of it, 1. Evil-Willers. 2. Well-Wiſhers. 3. | 
Neutrals, 1. The Evil-Willers are Edewm, and he was 
Jacob's Brother, yet in Pſ. 137. he cryes raze, raze | 
this Work to the F as Thee 15 a number that is | 
CIYWeg, | 


_ _— 
" 


- I » = — 
- nf x o « bac »; — 0, as 
NY aw; tn. Mo eG, on rr? en, nk __ 
? 2 < thy net "2 


> 5 * "a= -. 
on om. s - 
—_— "> RR o —  — gn5 *% et ” . 


* ws 0 
A * "ro rw YR” 


Shout of Raze, Raze, hath been louder than Grace, 
Grace; but n:w, GOD be praiſed, the Shout of Grace, 
Grace 1 1s louder than Raze,R aze.2 2. There i ISA third ſort 


| = upon this Work, thar dare not Cry raze, raze, 


ecauſe they are born down with Grace, Grace, they 


| dare not cry Grace.Grace for fear of Authority. "What 
i ſhall I fay to theſe Neutrals, they are ſo uncapable of 


Admonition;that it will E2 a {ſpending of time,to crave 


j their Concurrence to the Work ; to whom ſhall I ſpeak 
| then, my Texr is an Apoſtrophe, if I may uſe one,that 


which Thall uſe firf,, is GODs own Words from I/aiab, 
Irai. 1.2. Hear O Heavens, Hearken O Earth, for the LORD 
hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up Children, and 
zhey have rebelled againſt me. 

"I will next turn me to Strangers and Forreigners, all 
ye of Reformed Kicks ( whar, have I ſaid Strangers, thir 
Men who are ar& brought up in the Kirk, are Strangers 
from the Womb, P/al. 58.3. But) ye are joyned with 


us In a Corporation, come therefore with your fellow 


feeling, fet us hear your Shouts and Cryes of Grace, 
Grace be unto the Kirk of Scorland, and ler your Wiſhes 
condemn thir un careful Neutrals, ,who profeſles them- 
ſe'ves Children Xx this Kirk, and yet will not rejoice 
with us for the Well of our Mother. | 

** Now ye have heard this T ext in all thir ſix Steps. I. 
Firft a Mountain ſeen. 2. A Mountain reproved and 


diſeai; ed. 2. A Mountain to be removed. 4. A grow- 
| INJ Work. 


5. To be finiſhed. 6. With great applauſe 
5", all Well Willers wiſhing Grace unto the Work. And 
feing I have ado with this great Mountain, both with 
Mountains that impedss this Work, and all ay 
ere 


& 2:3 


&r710g, raze, raze this Work to the. Foundation. 2.5 
here is a ſecond fort that are Well-Wiſhers, erying 
grace, grace be unto it: in thoſe former Years; the 


2. ſkrſons, Promovers of the Work, I will dire& my.+ 
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ng peech to theſe with the Apoſtrophe 12 the Text. 


he 
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f Chriſt, to Jay down your Worldly Dignity, and: 
zIp us to exalc the Kirk of Chrift ; but I fear ye have. 
ardened your ſelves fo againſt the Truth,that nothing 
ill prevail with you, except ye keep your Worldly 
onarchy, yet ye ſhall be | a to.take up my Apo-. 
irophe O Mountains of Giiboa,ony whom the Avointed of the 
LORD #« fallen,neither come Dew nor Rain upon you;ye are 
heſe Mountains, upon whom Chriſt and his Anointed 


jas been ſlain, the Dew nar Rain of GOD*Fs Grace ' 


re nat ON You, Ye may well receive Fatnefs from be- 
cath, to make you great in this World, but from: a- 
ove, ye are not Bedewed with the Grace of GOD, 


ithout which, whatever your Bodies be, ye have lean __ 
Souls ; under this Courſe I leave you, and turns to. 


you, O great Mountains, grgat Men who are putting 


your Shoulders to hold up this Mountain of Prelacy, I _ 
efeech you, if ye. have any Love to Chriſt, to. take - 


your ShOulders and help from this Peſtiferous Moun- 
tain the Wrack of Chritt's Kirk: and it Exhortance 
wil not prevail wich you, T charge you in the Name 
of the great GOD, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
oe day ve muit give your Account,that ye 1n noways 
underprop this Mountain, the which if ye obey, 1 am 


Fre the LORD will bleſs you, and your Poſterity ;. 


J 


but if ye will not, though ye were never fſo high a 
Mountain in this Kingdom, ye ſhall become a Plain, F 
hear one ſaying, Minitter, I am not afraid for all thog 
bys, my Mountain is firong er.ough, «nd 


And firſt, To the Mountainslying in the way of this: 
formation, I rank them in two ſorts,” to wie Prelats, © | 
d Upholders of Prelats: O Prelatrs, if I had hope ta- 
me ſpeed with you, I would exhort you int theName. 
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David, Pal. 30.6, 7. I ſaid 1 ſhall never be moved, for thay 
baſt made my mountain ſtrong , thu hides thy face, and I wa 
trouvled. T will tell you, let your Mountain be never 
ſo ſtrong, if GOD hide his face once, he will make the 
talleſt Mountain of you tremble; and if that move yoy 
not, he will at laſt lay you waſte. I come to you whoſe 
hearcs GON nath touched to promove this Work in pe- 
neral, Chriſt is ſaying t> you that Word in Carr.4.v.8, 
Come with me om Lebanon, my Spouſe, come with me from, : 
Lebanon,look from theTop of Amana, from the Top of Shenirſ; 
and Hermon.ffom the Lions Dens,and Mountains of Leopard, 
Thou haſt raviſhed my heart ,my Siſter ,ny Spouſe thou haſt ra 
wiſhed my Heart with one of thy Eyes. Chriſt ſays this to 
you, come from the Dens of Lions,and Mountains off 
Leopards, Lions are cruel, and Leopards are crafty and} 
cruel ; for it is reported of them, that they ſet chem- 
ſelves in the thick Branches, and ſpies the Paſſengers 
coming by, and leaps'between their Shoulders, and 
kills them ; ye have been over long among the Lions 
Dens, and the Mountains of L eopards, and now ye are 
coming away,this ſame look hath raviſhed the Heart of 
Chriſt, ye have wounded him with this look ve have 
iven to the Cauſe,continue your help until che Spoule 
of Chriſt be forced from the Lions Dens, and Moun-W 
tains of Leopards. 

In particular I ſpeak to all Ranks of Perſons, O Noble 
men who arethe high Mountains of this Kingdom, bowp 
your 'CFops and look on the Kirk of Chriſt,lying in the 
Val:eys, fighing, groaning, ſwounding, and looking 
towards vou with pitiful looks, if the Sun of Right 
ouſneſs have ſhined on you, let her have a Snadow,ahy: 
| ye wouid have GOD to be a Shadow to- you in the "a 

Day of your Diſtreſs, 

' Barcons and Genclemen, who are as the on” 
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11s coming froin the Mountains, (T ſpeak to you for 
eRelation that is betwixt y ou and the Mountains,for | 
y your Deſcent ve are hewen out of the Mountains ) 
fy Heart is glad to ſee you lift your Tops, as the 
lms of your Hands reached to the Mountains, that 
hey and ye may be as aShelter for the Kirk of Chriſt, 
WE pray you uf 679 not your Hands from cheirs, till 
>" Sur Work be brought forch with Shouting. A 
"| Burrows, who are as the Valleys whom GOD hath 
" iefſed with the Fatneſs of the Earth,and the Merchan- 
iſe of the Sea, the Mountains and Hills are looking 
"Fo you, and ye to them, join your ſelves in an unſepa- 
able Union, and compaſs the Vineyard of Chriſt, be 
0 her a Wall of Defence, leſt che wild . Beaſts of the 
Wood waſte ir, and the wild Beaſts of the Forreft de- 
ſour it, Pſal, 8o., 13. 
Miniſters and my Faithful Brethren in Chriſt, whoſe 
ect are beautiful upon the Mountains, ſay unto Zion, 
"Wchold thy GOD cometh : I tell you, within thir two. 
years an Honeſt Mans Feet were not beautiful upore 
he Caulſey of Edinburgh, we might have gone Hon1e 
0 our Houſes again, and ſhaken. the Duſt off our Frzec 
ora Conviction againſt this Unthankful Generation, 
ut now ( GOD be praiſed ) they are beautiful, and 
ve are comely in their Eyes, not for any thing in vs, 
for we lay all down at the Feet of Chriſt ) but be- 
auſe we are gone up upon Mount Sion, and as the 
JLORD*#s Meſlengers have cryed, behold chy GOD co-. 
- meth, I pray you, if ye have any Love to the :Kirk of 
FLhrift, withdraw both your Tongues and Pens ffromr 
\,Wiis Mountain, and apply chem againſt 1t, apply our 
Wits, Engines, Spirits, and all your Strength to bear 
own this Mountain, yea-tread upon it; and uſe; the 
arp Threſhing Iaſtrumgats which GOU hath put in- 
7: 8 
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-to your Hands, and'threſh- 44M that Mountain till 
'be.beaten ſmall-es the Chaff, © ©. | 
; i:Shall I paſs you who ares Comnions, trily my De 
light hach nbt been ſo great upon this Mountain, as 
 make'me overlook you, tiny good People, beloved if 
Chrift, have-ve nothing to - contribute for this Work; 
have ve riot fo-much Power as the Mountains y 
Hills have, or have ye not ſuch Subſtance as the Val 
leys, : yet lomething ye have, give it; and it will be 
acceptable, fomething againſt the Mountain, and} 
fomething for the Work, if ye have no more ' agiinf} 
the Mountain, let me have your Tears, Prayers, and; 
ſtrong Cryes, I am ſure there 1s as great Valus in then} 
as in the Rams Horns that blew down Fericho, ſend up! 
your - Prayers, :and-ery with the Pſa!miſt in the 144 
P/al. v. 5. Bow thy "Heawens, O LORD, and come downy 
touch-the- Mountains, and they ſhall (modk, cat fort Light} 
ning, avid {caiter them, ſhoot dut thine Arrows, and defini 
them, ſed thine Hand from abiwve, and deliver me out of if 
great Waters, from the hand of ſtrange Children whoſe Mouth 
SPeakerh Vanity, their wight Hand # a right Hand 
Falſhood, As ye have- your Tears and Prayers againlf 
this Mountain, lend'me aiſo what yeihave for the go. 
in; ap of this Work ; 'K ye have no more, let us have! 
your Shouts and hearty Crying, Grace, Grace be ut} 
to it. | Time will nor ſuffer me to ſpeak any more,yy 
timle ſhall never bereave you nor me neither of chis: 1ct2 
us-all reſolve, fo long as our Life is in, Even to the# 
lat Gaſp, as GOD will help us, that this ſhall be ci 
lzatCry; Grace, Grace be unto this Work of Reformay 
tion in the Kirk of Scotland. "To this Grace I recommens 
you,and'cloſes with thatWifhof-che Apoltles in rhe New! 
Teſtament, The Grace of -GOD be-Wwith you all. Atnen: | 
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